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 Alumna Kathryn Martin Honors
Son’s Memory While Helping Others

 Student Bloggers: Bringing the
Ivy Tech Community College Experience to the Web

Chancellor/Vice Provost Visits
Japan With Governor, Business Leaders

Jeff Pittman, Ph.D., chancellor of the Ivy Tech Community College 
Wabash Valley Region and vice provost for Distance Education, 
recently returned from a successful trade mission to Japan that 
is bringing new investment to Indiana. Dr. Pittman was part of a 
Hoosier contingent of nearly 70 state, business and community 
leaders that attended the 39th Annual Joint Meeting of the Midwest 
U.S. – Japan Association and the Japan – Midwest U.S. Association 
in Tokyo. The group included Governor Mitch Daniels, four state legislators, 
seven mayors, and community, economic development and business leaders 
from across the state.

The goal of the trip was to build relationships with Japanese companies who 
have or soon will have facilities or investments in Indiana, including Honda, 
Toyota, and Aisin Seiki. Shortly after the group returned home, Governor Daniels 
announced that Tokyo-based SMC Corporation of America will relocate its 
North American headquarters to Noblesville and build an 825,000 square-foot 
facility to house the headquarters and its primary engineering, manufacturing 
and distribution center. 

Dr. Pittman said that Ivy Tech Community College was invited to participate 
in the trip because of its increasingly important role in helping Indiana attract 
and retain business investment. “It was an honor to represent both the State of 
Indiana and Ivy Tech Community College on this important endeavor,” he stated. 

“As business looks to invest in Indiana, the state will look to Ivy Tech to respond 
by preparing our graduates with the skills they need to be productive the moment 
they start their career. We look forward to being a part of building a stronger 
Indiana economy.”

Two phenomenal women 

Former U.S. Attorney Susan Brooks and Former Indiana Black 
Expo CEO Joyce Rogers Take Leadership Roles

Join Ivy Tech Community College:



Changing Lives, Changing Indiana
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Whether you’re reading this as a student, faculty member, business leader, legislator, 
or Ivy Tech Community College staff member, it’s my pleasure to welcome you 
to the Fall 2007 issue of Ivy Tech Community College magazine. In my new role 
as the college’s president, I have traveled the state to see � rsthand how Ivy Tech 
is making a difference in every one of our communities. No matter where I go, 
I hear great things about the community college, its people, and its legacy. I’m 
thrilled to be part of Ivy Tech’s future, and I’m humbled by the responsibility that 
comes with leading the state’s fastest-growing institution of higher education and 
America’s largest singly-accredited statewide community college. 

As we begin another academic year, Ivy Tech is once again experiencing 
unprecedented growth. This fall, on the � rst day of class, we had more than 77,000 
students enrolled statewide, an increase of 10.3 percent over our exceptional Fall 
2006 numbers. It’s clear that students are responding to Ivy Tech’s promise of 
affordable, quality education that leads to employment in the � elds where workers 
are needed most. We pledge to continue to earn our students’ trust by giving 
them a meaningful college experience, whether they’re seeking a new career or 
planning to transfer their credits to a four-year university. 

We also have a pledge to you, regardless of where you live or work. Through 
both our academic and workforce development programs, we are committed to 
working with our partners to prepare students with the 21st century skills they 
need to succeed—and that our state needs to succeed in the global marketplace. 
Ivy Tech Community College is eager—and ready—to help lead the way.

This effort, of course, starts with the work we do in the classroom. “Changing 
Lives” is more than just our tagline: it’s what we accomplish every day. In the 
following pages, you’ll read about students like Kathryn Martin and our website 
bloggers, whose stories reveal what’s possible at Ivy Tech Community College. 
They demonstrate not only the life-changing effects of education, but also how 
our students can change the lives of others. Their stories make our work incredibly 
rewarding—and worthwhile.

I am honored to join Ivy Tech Community College, and I look forward to working 
with you to continue to change lives, and change Indiana. 

Sincerely,

Thomas J. Snyder

President
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C O N T E N T S

Ivy Tech has 23 campuses throughout Indiana, allowing 
students to take classes close to home or work. We also 
offer classes at additional sites, bringing us closer to an 
even greater number of cities and towns.

THAN 10 PERCENT 
At the start of the Fall 2007 semester, more students 
than ever before were enrolled in classes at Ivy Tech 
Community College. 

With 77,013 students statewide, Ivy Tech’s total headcount 
was up 10.3 percent over the � rst day of classes last fall. 
In addition, more students are taking more credit hours 
as the full time equivalent (FTE) numbers increased by 
11.5 percent to a record fall high of 44,765. 

President Thomas J. Snyder attributed this growth to 
Hoosiers’ increased understanding of the college’s unique 
mission. “As Indiana’s community college, Ivy Tech 
offers students career-focused education, credits that 
transfer, and the most affordable tuition in the state. Our 
expectation is that as more people learn about the bene� ts 
of attending college, Ivy Tech will continue to be the � rst 
choice of an increasing number of Indiana families.”

Ivy Tech Community College is the nation’s largest 
statewide community college system with a single 
accreditation, and the state’s second largest public 
post-secondary institution with an unduplicated annual 
enrollment of more than 110,000 students. Ivy Tech 
also serves more than 25,000 Hoosiers with accelerated, 
certi� ed training through its Department of Workforce 

ENROLLMENT GROWS BY MORE 
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Kathryn Martin has always known how to make 

the best out of life’s challenges. Despite the 

responsibilities that came with her role as a young 

wife and mother of four children, Kathryn enrolled 

at Ivy Tech Community College to work toward her 

goal of completing her degree. Soon after, however, 

she was faced the greatest challenge of her life—

and responded by turning her tragedy into a gift 

that will bene� t families nationwide. 

On November 6, 2005 a 200 mph 
tornado ripped through Kathryn’s 
hometown of Otwell, Indiana. The 
wind lifted her mobile home and 
smashed it back into the ground. 
Twenty � ve people lost their lives in 
the disaster, including Kathryn’s two 
year-old son, C.J., her mother-in-law 
and grandmother-in-law. 

In spite of this tragic event and the loss of her youngest child, Kathryn 
continued on her path to receive her degree. “If there was one thing my mother-
in-law would have wanted me to do, it was � nish school,” Kathryn said. “I knew I 
had to keep going.”

Only six months after the tornado tore through her life, Kathryn was able to walk 
with her 2006 Ivy Tech Community College graduating class. She received her 
associate degree in Human Services. 

Kathryn’s degree gave her a speci� c understanding of the environmental, social 
and psychological needs of those in crisis, along with an understanding of how 
not-for-pro� t organizations work. Armed with this knowledge, she decided to work 
to help others. 

One of the things that angered Kathryn most about the tornado is that there 
was no warning to citizens in the affected area. She started calling and writing 
to local politicians in support of the installment of weather radios inside new 
manufactured homes. The radios would give off a piercing sound whenever the 
National Weather Service issues a severe weather warning. 

That work quickly paid off. In April 2007, Governor Mitch Daniels signed Bill 
1033 making the installation of weather radios mandatory. Known as “C.J.’s Law,” 
this was the � rst step Kathryn took to converting her loss into something positive. 

Professor Mary Hess of Human Services at the Evansville Ivy Tech Community 
College campus could not be more proud of Kathryn. “The things she learned in 
class, she really took to heart,” Mary said. “She is using what we taught her.”

Because of her work with C.J.’s Law, Kathryn recently received the Mark Trail 
Weather Service Award honoring individuals devoted to saving lives during severe 
weather episodes and the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis award in Washington D.C. 
for public service.

While in Washington, D.C., Kathryn and Mary Hess petitioned for C.J.’s Law on 
the national level. “We were all over Capitol Hill,” Mary said. “We were very well 
met and we want to get this bill passed nationwide.”

But Kathryn isn’t even stopping there. With � rst-hand experience in a disaster 
situation, she saw the need to help parents and children in the aftermath. She 
came up with the idea for C.J.’s Bus. 

Remembering C.J.
A F T E R  F A M I L Y  T R A G E D Y

K A T H R Y N  M A R T I N  I S  M A K I N G

A  D I F F E R E N C E

Funded entirely from donations, C.J.’s Bus is a rapid-
response, self-contained vehicle unit to be deployed 
nation-wide in the face of disasters to keep children 
distracted and entertained in a safe environment. 

“After � nding out about family, kids want to know 
about their friends,” Kathryn explained. “C.J.’s Bus 
will give children ages three to twelve a place where 
they can play with their peers while their parents 
work at cleaning up the mess.”

C.J.’s bus was completed in August of this year 
and will be deployed to disasters in the Midwest, 
including tornadoes, and � ash � oods. The bus will 
be equipped with state-of-the-art equipment to keep 
children entertained in both active and passive ways. 
Certi� ed volunteers specially trained in disaster 
child care will be on hand to play with the children 
and guide them through the devastation that a 
disaster brings.  

The majority of money raised for C.J.’s Bus has been 
small donations from the Evansville area, including 
donations made online at www.cjsbus.org. Kathryn, 
Mary and other members of the C.J.’s Bus Foundation 
Board also have gotten the word out through several 
fundraisers and countless public appearances. 

Kathryn’s efforts to honor C.J.’s memory have been 
a huge success. “About two months before the 
tornado, my mother-in-law told me to treat people 
like it is their last day on Earth,” Kathryn said. “I 
really believe that and I live by that.”

Kathryn’s story has appeared in the 

national media, including a May 

2007 story in People magazine.
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President George W. Bush provided the keynote address at the IBE Corporate 
Luncheon. She also participated in international outreach efforts with South 
Africa, Senegal and Bermuda. 

Upon accepting her resignation, the IBE’s board of directors were high in their 
praise, despite being sorry to see her go. “We have been blessed to have Joyce 
be such a strong change agent for IBE over the past few years,” says IBE Board 
Chair Arvis Dawson. “We are saddened by her departure, but excited about her 
new opportunity. She was and will remain invaluable to IBE. I am sure she will 
become so for Ivy Tech.”

Rogers was appointed President and CEO of IBE in 2004, 
after serving as the organization’s Chief Operating Of� cer 
since 2001. Prior to joining IBE, Rogers served as Director of 
Contract Management for the Indiana Family and Social Services 
Administration. She has received numerous awards including 
the prestigious State of Indiana Council of the Sagamore of the 
Wabash Award from Governor Frank O’Bannon, the Coretta Scott 
Matriarch Award, the Indiana Commission for Women Torch 
Bearers Award, and she has earned numerous certi� cates for 
professional development. Most recently she was named in the 
Indianapolis Business Journal Who’s Who Behind the Scenes in 
Hospitality and Who’s Who in Black Indianapolis. 

Rogers is a member of the American, Indiana, Marion County and 
Indianapolis Bar Associations and has served on numerous boards 
and committees including the Ivy Tech Community College 
Regional Board for Indianapolis, Stanley K. Lacey Leadership 
Association, Family Support Board, Family Strengthening 
Coalition, United Way, Indiana Fever Advisory Board, Women’s 
Collaborative of Central Indiana, Circle City Classic Executive 
Committee, Black Coaches Association Advisory Board, and the 
Private Industry Council Board. She is also active in her church 
and chairs the church’s board of trustees.

Rogers earned her B.S. in Psychology from Indiana State 
University and her J.D. from Indiana University’s School of Law. 
She and her husband Kenneth reside in Indianapolis and have 
two daughters and one son.

ivy tech community college
welcomes Joyce Rogers

New Vice President of Development and Former IBE Head

to Continue a Career Focused on Changing Lives

Fundraising is all about connecting the community with an organization’s 
mission, and at Ivy Tech Community College that means demonstrating how 
a life can be changed by a college degree. Joyce Rogers, the college’s new Vice 
President of Development, should have no problem making that connection: 
after all, she is the embodiment of the opportunities that come with higher 
education. At 36, after building a career in her family’s restaurant business, she 
decided to ful� ll a lifelong dream and pursue a law degree. With a husband 
and children, it wasn’t easy, but she succeeded. As a result, she has been able to 
enjoy a career in public service and philanthropy that has gained her respect 
throughout Indiana and the U.S. Perhaps the greatest thing it’s given her, 
however, is an understanding of what can happen when you dream big.

Joyce Rogers, the former President and CEO of Indiana Black Expo, Inc. (IBE), has joined 
the Ivy Tech Community College team. She states that her new position will allow her to use 
the skills she developed at IBE to help connect others with Ivy Tech’s role in giving students 
access to affordable, high quality higher education. “I’m honored to join Ivy Tech Community 
College in its efforts to increase giving statewide,” she says. “This new venture allows me to 
continue the work that I love in a much broader fashion, connecting the entire community to 
resources that support higher education and hopefully provide better lives for Hoosier families 
across the entire state of Indiana.” 

As Vice President of Development, Rogers will provide vision, leadership and direction of Ivy 
Tech’s fundraising and development efforts on a statewide basis. In 2006, Ivy Tech Community 
College topped all U.S. community colleges in private giving, according to the results of The 
Council for Aid in Education annual survey, collecting more than $15 million.

Improving upon this success will be a challenge. According to Ivy Tech Community College 
President Thomas Snyder, however, Rogers has a proven record of making great organizations 
even better. “Joyce has an extensive background in development, and she is a tremendous 
leader,” Snyder says. “She will bring vision, expertise and creativity to the development of a 
strategic plan for the Ivy Tech Foundation and will be an integral part of the senior leadership 
team of the College. We are extremely grateful to have her as part of our team.”

As President and CEO of IBE, Rogers was responsible for the organization’s youth and family 
programs and special events, including the organization’s Summer Celebration and Circle City 
Classic fundraisers, which have a combined $92 million annual economic impact on the city 
of Indianapolis. One of the highlights of Rogers’ tenure with IBE was the national recognition 
the organization received during the 35th Anniversary of the Summer Celebration, when 
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Susan Brooks’ career has included some of the state’s most prominent positions 
in law and government. Now, she will bring her outstanding skills to Ivy Tech 
Community College, serving in a dual role as General Counsel and Senior 
Vice President of Workforce and Economic Development.

Ivy Tech President Thomas J. Snyder stated that Brooks has a unique set of 
talents and expertise that make her an excellent choice for both roles. “Susan 
Brooks is a proven leader and brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise to Ivy 
Tech Community College,” said President Thomas Snyder.  “Not only will she 
lead our legal counsel and workforce programs, but she will be an important 
part of the college’s strategic planning.  I look forward to working with her in 
an effort to improve the economic viability of the state.”

As general counsel, Brooks will assist the college with all legal matters and 
strategic direction. As Senior Vice President of Workforce and Economic 
Development, Brooks will work closely with state agencies and employers to 
lead Ivy Tech’s efforts to develop the state’s workforce through accelerated, 
certi� ed training programs. Ivy Tech’s Workforce and Economic Development 

Department provides corporate training to approximately 2,000 companies
annually, and provides professional continuing education to more than 16,000 
clients each year. 

Brooks previously served as United States Attorney for the Southern District of 
Indiana, which includes sixty counties. She was appointed by President George W. 
Bush and con� rmed by the U.S. Senate in 2001. As the chief federal law
enforcement of� cer and highest-ranking federal executive of� cial in the district, 
Brooks oversaw the prosecution of matters investigated by the Internal Revenue 
Service, Postal Inspection Service, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Drug 
Enforcement Administration, and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, among 
others. Brooks also managed a public law of� ce of thirty attorneys and forty-� ve 
support staff, overseeing administrative functions and civil and criminal litigation.

Brooks stated that what excites her most about joining Ivy Tech Community 
College is the chance to make a difference in the lives of young people, much 
as she did when she served as U.S. Attorney. “It’s a wonderful � t with my past 
experience,” she explains. “I’ve been in the criminal justice system for the last 20 
years, and I strongly believe that if we can get people from at-risk neighborhoods 
started in higher education, and help them move on to meaningful jobs, they will 
become productive members of our society. That ultimately makes our economy 
stronger and helps keep our communities safe.”

She is also looking forward to helping the college serve more businesses with 
the workforce training they need to succeed. “For employers throughout Indiana, 
we should be their � rst call,” Brooks said. “When they need workforce training, 
regardless of what skills their employees need, we can come to them at their 
worksite or they can come to one of our 23 campuses throughout the state.”

Upon announcing her decision to join Ivy Tech Community 
College, Brooks received high praise from a diverse group 
of Indiana leaders—including U.S. Senator Dick Lugar. “I 
am pleased that Susan Brooks is continuing her extensive 
public service career in this transition from U.S. Attorney 
to a leadership role at Ivy Tech,” Sen. Lugar said. “She 
is an excellent addition to the college’s efforts to expand 
Indiana’s economic opportunities.”

Prior to her appointment as U.S. Attorney, Brooks practiced at Ice Miller in the 
Government Services Group. In 1998 and 1999, she served as Deputy Mayor of 
Indianapolis under Mayor Stephen Goldsmith, where her work focused on the 
prevention of crime, the criminal justice system, and social welfare issues. During 
her tenure as Deputy Mayor, Brooks was involved in the development of several 
new initiatives, including the Mayor’s Domestic Violence Housing Task Force, the 
city’s Violence in the Workplace Policy, and the Indianapolis Police Department’s 
Youth Services Division. 

In addition to her considerable career achievements, Brooks is a committed 
community and civic leader. She has served on a variety of boards and committees 
for organizations such as the Indianapolis Bar Association, United Way of Central 
Indiana, Indiana Fever, Marion County Commission on Youth, Little Red Door 
Cancer Agency, Junior League of Indianapolis, and Indiana University Purdue 
University at Indianapolis. Her work has been recognized with a number of awards 
and honors, including the “Leadership in the Law” award from Indianapolis Lawyer, 
the Indiana University School of Law-Indianapolis “2006 Outstanding Alumna of 
the Year,” and the Indianapolis Business Journal’s “40 Under 40” award.

Brooks received her bachelor of arts degree from Miami University (Oxford, OH) 
and her juris doctorate from the Indiana University School of Law-Indianapolis. 
She joined Ivy Tech Community College on October 1.

Joins Ivy Tech Community College

Former U.S. Attorney, Indianapolis deputy mayor to 

serve as general counsel, head Workforce and Economic 

Development Department

Susan Brooks Susan Brooks 
“Susan Brooks is a proven leader and 

brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise 

to Ivy Tech Community College.”

                           — President Thomas Snyder
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Ivy Tech Community College has always served an incredibly diverse group 
of students with wide ranging interests, challenges, and dreams. Now, thanks 
to technology, visitors to the college’s website—www.ivytech.edu—can hear 
� rsthand how six of our students will balance their class schedules, personal 
lives, and other responsibilities.

This year, these young men and women will maintain blogs that will be linked 
from the Ivy Tech Community College website home page. One of the primary 
audiences will be prospective students, who can hear about “RealLife@
IvyTech” directly from the source. The goal is to provide an authentic overview 
of what Ivy Tech students experience during the semester, including their 
successes and their struggles.

Read more about our bloggers below—and be sure to visit ivytech.edu to hear 
the rest of their stories as they move forward towards graduation.

Ashley@IvyTech

     Ashley may be far from her roots in upstate New York, but thanks to Ivy Tech 
Community College she has been able to continue her education and � nd options 
that are right for her.  Ivy Tech has provided Ashley with a career path and now, as 
a student in the nursing program, she is certain she has made the right choice.

 “I’ve always been interested in the medical � eld, but not sure which path to travel,” 
she explains. “The nursing program here at Ivy Tech has received exceptional 
feedback from both the students and community. After researching the program 
more, I discovered it � ts exactly into my schedule and lifestyle.”

 Ashley’s transition to Ivy Tech couldn’t have been easier. By accepting her previous 
college credits and providing small class sizes with individual attention at a price 
that � ts her lifestyle and her budget, Ashley is making a fresh start with 
con� dence.

“Ivy Tech gave me an opportunity when I wasn’t sure what to do.  I couldn’t have 
asked for anything more!”

> > >   

<mailto:Ashley@IvyTech.edu> 

> > >

Daryl@IvyTech
<mailto:Daryl@IvyTech.edu> 

       Daryl is a father, a student, and an active campus leader. He holds of� ce in � ve 
student organizations in addition to taking a full course load, and he also works on 
campus. With a baby on the way, Daryl is a very busy man—and he appreciates 
the support he receives from Ivy Tech’s faculty and staff.

“Having one-on-one time with your teachers is important, and you get that at 
Ivy Tech,” Daryl says. “The people here are very helpful: they know your 
name, and they show that they care.”

Despite his schedule, Daryl is ambitious: he eventually hopes to pursue 
a master’s degree and also learn Spanish. His primary motivation is to set 
a good example for his children.

“Ivy Tech has helped me focus. I get the positive reinforcement that I need 
by people who remind me what an asset I can be by taking a leadership role 
on campus. That makes me proud, and I want my children to have the same 
experience when they go on to college.”

     Courtney is a nursing student attending college after graduating from a small 
high school. She values the personal attention she receives at Ivy Tech Community 
College, and she’s eager to receive a career-focused education that will prepare her 
to succeed after graduation.

 “You get to know your teachers one-on-one and you make friends easily,” Courtney 
says. “I really enjoy the people.”

Courtney chose the nursing program because she was encouraged by family 
members’ experience in the � eld, and she believes the pace will suit her. 

 “Most of my family is in health care, including my mom, who is a nurse. I would 
like to work in the operating room or the emergency room where people need help 
right then and there. It’s kind of a rush—you’re there to help save someone’s life.”

> > >

Courtney@IvyTech
<mailto:Courtney@IvyTech.edu> 
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     Marianna is a Marketing major who plans to transfer her credits after graduation 
to pursue a bachelor’s degree. After moving to the U.S. from Mexico City when 
she was a teenager, Marianna learned English and quickly became an excellent 
student. Active in student life, Marianna also works two jobs—but as the � rst in 
her family to go to college, she’s dedicated to succeeding, despite the sacri� ces 
she’s making.

“I work at Ivy Tech in a work study program in the student life of� ce, and I 
also work for the U.S. Postal Service. It’s kind of hard, but I’m making it. I’m 
still here!”

In fact, Marianna’s work study assignment has helped her � nd direction in her 
studies and in her career. “When I came here I didn’t know what I wanted to study, 
and I think that’s what stopped me from going to college originally. But working in 
student life made me decide that I really like the marketing side of business, so 
that’s what I’m studying.”

In addition to getting the education she needs to achieve her goals, Marianna 
enjoys the variety of students she has met at Ivy Tech Community College. “The 
people are very friendly, and I get to interact with people of different ages and 
backgrounds. That’s what I love most about Ivy Tech.”

> > >

Marianna@IvyTech
<mailto:Marianna@IvyTech.edu> 

      Justin is typical of many Ivy Tech Community College students in that he works 
hard to � nd balance between classes and his job. One advantage Justin has is that 
he’s enrolled in the Library Technical Assistant program, which is offered entirely 
online. Still, Justin says that after taking time off between high school and college, 
he faces some of the same challenges as his peers.

“I was really nervous about going back,” he recalls. “I hadn’t taken a test in � ve 
years; I hadn’t written a paper in � ve years. I was like ‘you gotta be kidding me!’”

Now, however, Justin is an eager student, with an enthusiasm for learning that 
matches his career goals.

“I will have to get a Master’s degree to go as far as I would like to in library science,” 
he explains. “I probably will have six or seven more years of school, ideally ending 
up with a doctorate at some point.”

> > >

Justin@IvyTech
<mailto:Justin@IvyTech.edu> 

      Larry is an adult student who started college after four years in the Marine 
Corps. When a friend encouraged him to enroll at Ivy Tech Community College, 
Larry was tentative at � rst, but he soon became an eager student. He has already 

completed a business management program and is now pursuing a second 
associate degree.

 Larry is involved in a variety of campus activities, including Phi Theta 
Kappa, an international honor society for two-year colleges, and the Student 
Leadership Academy. He says that these experiences have helped him 
discover a career path. “My dream job is to be the director of a youth center. 

All the community service and projects that we do in Phi Theta Kappa and 
the Student Leadership Academy have encouraged me to give back to 
others.”

 In addition to the relationships he’s built with his peers, Larry appreciates 
the time and attention he receives from the Ivy Tech Community College 

faculty. “They really are concerned with my life and my success,” he says, “and 
I can always count on their support. Ivy Tech has surpassed my expectations, and 
it gets better every day.”

> > >

Larry@IvyTech
<mailto:Larry@IvyTech.edu> 
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the staff at the assisted living community became as 
close to them as family. 

“George realized the value of education,” John said. 
“He contacted me about leaving money to Ivy Tech.”

John went to George and Mabel’s assisted living 
community and really didn’t believe that they had 
much to give. “I explained that there was a minimum 
to start an endowment,” John said. “George assured 
me that it was no problem and Mabel brought 
out a roll of paper over � ve feet long with all of 
their investment records. I had never seen anything 
like that!”

The Grif� ns had accrued their savings through the 
same hard work and persistence that had been a 
hallmark of their time on the family farm. In the 
1960’s George joined an investment club and had 
purchased several stocks. The Grif� ns never had the 
help of an accountant or � nancial advisor, so Mabel 
acted as recorder and kept track of every stock, 
transaction, purchase and investment on her large 
roll of paper. 

This meeting was just the start of the Grif� ns’ 
commitment to supporting Ivy Tech. The siblings 
created trusts that funded an endowment worth $5 
million, a portion of which would go to assist Ivy 
Tech students pursuing health-related careers. 

Consistent with his humble bearing, George never 
wanted recognition for his generosity. But after his 
death in 2003, with Mabel’s blessing, the Lafayette 
campus dedicated Grif� n Hall in recognition of one 
man’s lasting gift to the college. Today, Grif� n Hall 
houses the Ivy Tech School of Technology, School of 
Public and Social Services, School of Education, and 
the School of Applied Science and English.

Mabel Grif� n attended the naming ceremony of 
Grif� n Hall in 2003. And although she passed away 
in 2005, the Grif� ns’ spirit lives on through portraits 
that hang side-by-side in Grif� n Hall, and through 
everything their gift makes possible.

“The endowment,” says Pat Corey, “represents a legacy 
of opportunity for generations of deserving students.”

“I always thought I would be a missionary,” Diller 
recalled. “But one thing that keeps me teaching is when 
I see the light bulb go on. The look on a student’s face 
when they understand a dif� cult concept or technique 
is all the reward I need.”

Diller especially enjoys teaching at Ivy Tech because 
of the college’s dedication to changing lives. This is 
especially true, she says, of the women who come into 
the program and need a mentor or some guidance. 

“Once they get their degree from Ivy Tech and see that 
they can have a job and support themselves and their 
children,” she explains, “they are able to move on and 
become amazing citizens doing a job that they love.”

Given the effect she has on her students, it’s clear 
where they learn this appreciation for their work. 
Jewel Diller’s greatest legacy, in fact, may be serving 
as an example to others of how to love what you do for
a living. 

When you ask students how they feel about Jewel Diller, it’s clear that she’s made 
quite an impact on them.

“She’s the whole shebang!” exclaimed Gerry O’Reilly, a student of Diller’s at the Fort 
Wayne Ivy Tech campus. “She’s got the brains, the heart, the emotion and a great 
sense of humor. I admire her so much.”

Diller’s effect on students is just one reason she was named the 2007 recipient 
of the Glenn W. Sample Award for Excellence in Instruction, the highest honor 
awarded by Ivy Tech Community College for teaching distinction. Diller began 
teaching at Ivy Tech in 1989 and found what she calls her “calling in life.” She 
teaches in both the practical nursing and registered nursing programs and has been 
a pioneer in distance education, creating the � rst class on the Fort Wayne campus 
to use the Internet for distance learning. All of her classes include an Internet 
component that allows for online discussion, test-taking, and review. 

“Most of what I teach is very hands-on,” Diller explained. “But it is important for my 
students to learn the technology and to provide an opportunity for everyone to learn 
no matter where they are.”

Diller � rst received the President’s Award for Excellence in Instruction, given to 
one faculty member from each of the 14 Ivy Tech regions. She then was chosen as 
the Sample Award winner from among these 14 instructors.

While her innovative teaching methods helped earn her this prestigious award, 
what stands out most about Diller is the attention she gives to all her students. 

Gerry O’Reilly says that ten years after going through the nursing program at Ivy 
Tech, she � nally decided to take the � nal step to becoming a registered nurse. 
Despite the passage of time, she contacted Diller about helping her take her 
board exams. 

“As soon as I walked in the room, Jewel acted like I just saw her yesterday,” Gerry 
said. “She is so caring and she remembers who you are. She has such a special way 
of � nding talent in people and seeing the potential in everyone. I couldn’t just let 
that go. I had to � nish and become a nurse.”

Diller’s giving nature also extends beyond the classroom. One of her biggest passions 
is mission work. She is currently involved with Deeds of Compassion, a local group 
that conducts housing rehabilitation for the elderly and mentally handicapped. In 
the past she has worked at a maternity clinic in Guatemala and helped with clean 
up after Hurricane Katrina. 

Jewel Shines Bright
at Ivy Tech

2007 Sample Award Winner Helps Students Excel, 
Find Meaning in their Work

Nursing Department Chair at Ivy Tech Community 
College—Northeast Indiana

Nursing Diploma, 1979

Bachelor of Science, Missionary Nursing, 1980

Master of Science, Secondary Education, 1985

Master of Science in Nursing,
Nurse Practitioner, 2004

JEWEL DILLER

Sometimes, the greatest gifts come from somewhat unexpected sources.

Most people who knew George and Mabel Grif� n would describe them as very 
modest people who believed that hard work was the key to success. Mabel always 
wanted to go to college to be a teacher, but the duties of the family farm constantly 
came � rst. George, her older brother, also never got a chance for advanced 
education. Despite the fact that they never realized their dream of attending 
college, the Grif� ns led a colorful, full life.

“They were very charming,” said John Sanderson, former development director at 
Ivy Tech’s Lafayette campus who advised the Grif� ns and helped them set up an 
endowment in their names. “George loved magic and Mabel had a bird that did 
tricks. They did little magic shows together during the Great Depression.”

George and Mabel, born in 1912 and 1914, respectively, never married. They lived 
together and worked hard on the 190 acre family hog farm in Wolcott, Indiana. 
George was very social and belonged to several clubs, but he was always dedicated 
to the success of the farm.

“They looked back at their years on the farm fondly,” said Pat Corey, current 
development director at Ivy Tech’s Lafayette campus. “Mabel would tell me stories 
of splitting the night shift to care for newborn animals.”

Later in their lives the two were able to travel and George always remained social 
and active in his community. “Mabel was con� ned to a wheelchair, so she didn’t 
get out much,” John said. “But she was the kind of person that would invite you in, 
offer a glass of lemonade and talk with you for hours. She was a very sweet lady.”

After retiring from the farm, George and Mabel moved into an assisted living 
community, where they were cared for by graduates of Ivy Tech’s nursing program. 
Another of their favorite care-givers was an assistant who was never able to afford 
college to get a nursing degree. Since neither sibling married or had children, 

Jewel Shines Bright

Humble Origins,
a lastingLegacy
The Grif� n Family’s Remarkable
Gift Helps Students Pursue Nursing Careers
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